Preston Curling Club – 155th.. AGM.
Tuesday 24th. March 2026 at approximately 7.10pm at The Flower Bowl.
Present: Paul Simmons (President & Chair), Guy Topping (Secretary), Dave Kershaw (Treasurer),  Carol Kershaw (Past president), Shena Chad (Vice President), Rick Wiggans, Jean Moat, Brian Moat,  Paul Chad, Barbara Kitchin, Jonny Makin, Bob Scott, Duncan Johnson, Marianna Ward (Junior rep), Richard Cooper, Grigor Towns, Peter Topping and Carole Topping.
1. Apologies for absence: Phil Atherton, Rory Ferguson,  Ken and Linda Clegg, Clive Heap, Val Nicholls, Cliff Wyatt, Grahm Bell, Maggi Bell, Diana Willetts, Geoff Willetts, Tara Ablett, Kath Wiggans, Kevin Aughton, Huston and Janet Clements, Troy Caunce, Cliff Wyatt, Jasper Wong, Richard Hills, Oli Johnson, Alistair McHarg, Viv Kerr, Barbara Maudsley, Frank Kershaw.

1. Minutes of last meeting.
The minutes of the 154th. AGM were approved. Proposed by Duncan Johnson.
Seconded by Jonny Makin

2. Matters arising.
There were no matters arising.

3. Presidents Report.
The Club has had another busy year with all our usual matches against other clubs; Inverkeithing were finally put to the sword here at The Flower bowl before a disappointing loss to the First Province of Wales. Our annual trip to Lockerbie was a great success travelling by car this time although we suffered defeats to both Dalbeattie and Corrie. A good time was had by all however.
Many of our members have participated in the ECA play downs throughout the year with notable successes for:
Matthew Waring and Chloe McNaughton winning the Junior mixed.
Martin Gregory winning the Senior mens.
Sadly the Christmas Bonspiel failed to go ahead due to a lack of interest. The format is being reviewed.
The winter Olympics held in Italy in February created a real buzz around curling with much exposure for the club including a club session going out live on BBC1. This has led to a small uptick in new members.
The Wheelies have also seen a large increase in interest since the games.
Shena has continued to run some games nights which are much enjoyed by those who attend and of course we had a very successful Annual Dinner and Presentation evening at Haighton Manor in April.
During the year we have welcomed onto the committee Marianna Ward, our first junior              representative. This has added some new zest to the meetings and Marianna is busy organising this years Junior Summer Camp which will be happening at the end of July.
I am delighted to be handing over the Club to Shena in such good health and wish her all the best during her term in office.


1. Membership update.
Dave reported that overall numbers are slightly down (around 10%) with several convenience members leaving. There had been a slight uptick in new members joining since the Olympics.

2. Match Secretary - report.
Desna’s report was circulated prior to the meeting and an amended version is attached. If anyone knows of any errors or omissions please inform Desna. Thanks were passed to Desna.

3. Treasurers and Auditors report.
Dave Kershaw talked us through the accounts for the year. His report is attached. Paul Simmons has audited the accounts and proposed they are adopted. This was seconded by Carol Kershaw.

4. Membership fees.
The treasurer proposed no change to membership fees. 

5. 2025/2026 Fixtures.
A similar calendar of fixtures was proposed and Guy pointed out that the calendar is getting very full and with the ECA competitions as well as our traditional fixtures and Bonspiels there isn’t much room for any further fixtures..


6. N.W representative’s report 

This is attached.


7. Election of Office Bearers.
Shena Chad was elected as president. Proposed by Carol Kershaw. Seconded by Bob Scott.
The chain of office was handed over, Paul Simmons was presented with his Past President medal and Shena said a few words which were well received.
Duncan Johnson was elected as Vice President. Proposed by Shena Chad and seconded by Paul Chad.
       The following members have offered to continue serving the Committee.
Secretary: Guy Topping
Treasurer: Dave Kershaw
Match Secretary: Desna Fielding
Safeguarding Rep. Tara Ablett
       ECA reps. Guy Topping and Carol Kershaw

       Viv Kerr has stood down from the role of New member coordinator. Carol Kershaw has offered to
          help and to find a replacement.     
8. AOB.
Marianna Ward reported that there has been a big surge in junior interest and numbers since the Olympics. We now have about 30 juniors attending on a Wednesday evening. A team will be travelling to Scotland to play in a competition. 
Guy pointed out what a great job Marianna is doing with the juniors.
There is still space at the Annual Dinner and we also require two more ladies for the ladies day on the 16th. April please.

9. Date of next meeting.

The date will be set closer to the time.   Meeting closed at 7.50pm


